March 14, 2018

ANTELOPE VALLEY WATERMASTER ADVISORY COMMITTEE
MEETING AGENDA
March 20, 2018 1:00 p.m.
Quartz Hill Water District
5034 West Avenue L
Quartz Hill, CA 93536
Conference Call Number: (877) 402-9757

Access Code: 8384110

1. Introductions
2. Approval of February 21, 2018 meeting minutes.
3. Discussion of AV Watermaster Board action items on draft March 28, 2018 agenda.
a)
b)
c)
d)
e)
f)

Administrative Staff Roles and Responsibilities (8.C).
Pre-Rampdown Production Amounts (8.D).
Rules and Regulations for Transfers; Schedule public hearing (8.E).
Order of Water Use; Schedule public hearing (8.F).
Rules and Regulations for Water Storage Agreements; Schedule public hearing (8.G).
Approval of Well Application Forms (8.H).

4. Producer - Requested discussion items from prior meetings.
a) Provide input on well network used to gauge and monitor any outflow from the AV
Basin and its effect on ramp-down and Safe Yield (Larry Rottman).
b) Review the Flowmeter Installation Form (Bob Hightower, Shadow Acres MWC).

5. Requests for future discussion items from Committee Members and Other Producers

6. Information Items

Enclosures:
AV Watermaster Engineer and Committee Member Memo’s.
Operating Procedures and Roster

Item 2

February 23, 2018

ANTELOPE VALLEY WATERMASTER ADVISORY COMMITTEE
MEETING MINUTES
February 21, 2018 1:00 p.m.
Quartz Hill Water District
5034 West Avenue L
Quartz Hill, CA 93536
Conference Call Number: (877) 402-9757

Access Code: 8384110

1. Introductions
2. Approval of January 18, 2018 meeting minutes.
Unanimously approved.
3. Discussion of AV Watermaster Board action items on February 28, 2018 (per draft agenda).
a) Well Application Rules and Regulations for Replacement or New Wells (8.A).
The Committee discussed the written comments submitted by members prior to
the meeting and the known changes to text by Todd Groundwater. These
included treatment of non-production wells, material injury criteria, replacement
versus new wells, determination of Small Pumper and Unknown Small Pumper
status, recognition of well sharing agreements, information on well abandonment,
and avoiding duplication of information requests on forms. Several clarifications
were provided by Todd Groundwater including information that is planned to be
included on the associated forms.
After a discussion, the Committee unanimously agreed the well application
rules and regulations were substantially complete, should be approved by the AV
Watermaster Board (AVWB), and wanted to review the draft forms. Todd
Groundwater agreed to provide the draft forms before the February 28, 2018
meeting.
b) Resolution No. R-18-06 Requesting change in Annual Report timing (8.B).
The Committee had no objection to this item.
c) Resolution No. R-18-08 Setting Replacement Water Cost within AVEK (8.D).
This item was clarified as approval of the cost of Replacement Water the
Watermaster will charge within AVEK boundaries. The Committee had no
objection to this item.

d) Resolution No. R-18-09 New Goldensands Investment LLC Judgement Stipulation (8.E).
The Committee had no objection to this item.
e) Calculation of Pre-Rampdown Production for Exhibit 3 Producers (8.F).
This item was not planned as an action item for approval by the AVWB on
February 28, 2018. Initial comments from the Committee included clarifying the
proposed use of 2011/2012 production and return flow numbers, the Todd
Groundwater memo includes calculation for entities that will not be affected by
the proposed method, a request for calculation of 2017 Production Rights, and
consideration is needed for any Non-Overlying Producer that was filed for
groundwater cessation under California Water Code 1005.2 and 1005.4.

4. Discussion of AV Watermaster Board discussion items on February 28, 2018 (per draft agenda).
a) Administrative Staff Roles and Responsibilities (8.G).
There was no discussion on this item other than to clarify the intent of the item.
b) Hierarchy of Production Rights (8.H).
This item was discussed by the Committee. It was clarified the Judgement requires
the Native Yield Production rights be used first and other types of rights are not
addressed by it. The discussion included treatment of transferred water and
setting the order so that any rights without the ability to be carried over be
protected.
c) Rules and Regulations for Transfers (8.I).
The Committee had no comments on this item at this time.
d) Rules and Regulations for Water Storage Agreements (8.J).
The Committee briefly discussed this item. Comments included the Watermaster’s
responsibility to evaluate material injury and the intent of the agreements as a way
of accounting for water in the AV Basin or an additional approval process for
storage projects already governed by other regulatory agencies.
e) Presentation by Southern California Water Bank Authority (Willow Springs Water
Bank) (8.M).
There was no discussion on this item.

5. Information Items
The status of producers’ compliance with the March 1, 2018 metering requirement was
discussed.

6. Requests for future agenda items
a. Provide input to Todd Groundwater on well network used to gauge any outflow
from the AV Basin and its effect on ramp-down and Safe Yield (Rottman), and;
b. Review the Flowmeter Installation Form (Shadow Acres MWC).

Item 3

Item 3.a

Item 3.b

March 9, 2018

REVISED DRAFT MEMORANDUM
To:

Robert Parris, Chair
Antelope Valley Watermaster Board of Directors
Dennis LaMoureaux, Chair
Advisory Committee

cc:

Craig Parton, Price, Postel & Parma LLP
Watermaster Legal Counsel

From:

Phyllis Stanin, Vice President/Principal Geologist
Kate White, Senior Engineer
Todd Groundwater, Watermaster Engineer

Re:

Pre-Rampdown Production Amounts
Non-Overlying (Exhibit 3) and Supporting Landowner (Non-Stipulating) Producers

In a hearing on January 31, 2018, the Honorable Jack Komar (Ret.) considered three separate but
related post-judgment motions requesting an interpretation of whether the provisions of Section
8.3 apply only to the Parties listed in Exhibit 4 to the Judgment or whether certain other Parties also
are accorded with the benefit of limitations on imposition of the Replacement Water Assessments
during the Rampdown Period. On February 5, 2018, the Court issued an Order requiring the
Watermaster to accord the benefits of Sections 8.1, 8.2, and 8.3 to the Public Water Producers
(Exhibit 3) and to Clan Keith (a Non-Stipulating Party), as well as other supporting but nonstipulating Parties, and to determine the appropriate Pre-Rampdown Production amounts and
reduced pumping requirements over time for these Parties.
In response to the Order, the Watermaster Engineer has developed a methodology consistent with
the Judgment that provides a Pre-Rampdown Production amount based on production data
provided in the Final Judgment and supporting court documents. The methodology, supporting
data, references, and draft Pre-Rampdown Production amounts are described in this memorandum
and summarized on Table 1.
Draft recommended Pre-Rampdown Production amounts were provided to the Advisory Committee
and Watermaster Board for meetings on February 21 and 28, 2018 respectively, for review and
comment. Comments received during the meetings were considered. Specifically, one comment
indicated that the methodology unfairly penalized Parties that had purposefully reduced production
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used in the methodology (2011 and 2012), as evidenced by the filing of Cessation or Reduction of
Ground Water Extractions reports (“Cessation Reports”) with the State Water Resources Control
Board (SWRCB). This memorandum incorporates the previously-used methodology but revises
production data and imported water use based on Cessation Reports provided to the Watermaster
Engineer.
Once the Pre-Rampdown Production amounts have been finalized and approved by the
Watermaster, the amounts will be posted on the Watermaster website, along with the incremental
reductions during each Year of Rampdown. The posted table will inform the Parties of their
respective rights to Produce Groundwater during the Rampdown Period and ensure proper water
accounting by the Watermaster Engineer.
Tables documenting the Pre-Rampdown Production amount, the Production Right, and the
incremental reductions required to achieve the Production Right by the end of the Rampdown
Period will also be incorporated into the 2017 Annual Report. A final table with Pre-Rampdown
Production amounts and reductions during each year of the Rampdown Period will also be
incorporated into the Rules and Regulations for application and reference.
METHODOLOGY
Pre-Rampdown Production is defined in the Judgment as “The reasonable and beneficial use of
Groundwater, excluding Imported Water Return Flows, at a time prior to this Judgment, or the
Production Right, whichever is greater.” (§3.5.28). Further, the February Order notes that “clear
records of pumping are reflected in the evidence produced for the court. To the extent that
imported water is included in the pumping records, evidence of imported water quantities is also
available.” The order makes it clear that these data are to be used to determine the Pre-Rampdown
Production Amounts for Parties to the Judgment that have not already been defined in Exhibit 4.
A methodology was developed by the Watermaster Engineer for determining Pre-Rampdown
Production amounts that is consistent with the Order and definitions in the Judgment. That
methodology averages 2011 and 2012 production and subtracts the average Imported Water return
flows for that same period. Adjustments are made to these data based on Cessation Reports
provided to the Watermaster Engineer.
The Pre-Rampdown Production amounts developed by the Watermaster Engineer for Parties in the
Judgment other than Exhibit 4 Parties are provided on Table 1 (revised March 9, 2018). The table is
divided into two parts: Exhibit 3 Non-Overlying Producers and Supporting Landowner Parties (NonStipulating Parties). The supporting data are listed for each Party, if available from the Judgment.
The average of the 2011 and 2012 production data is used as the reasonable and beneficial use of
Groundwater in the Pre-Rampdown Production determination. Annual production data for 2011 and
2012 were documented for most Parties in the Amended Statement of Partial Decision for Phase IV
Trial with Party Name Corrections (June 29, 2013) as indicated in the footnotes to Table 1. Although
data were unavailable in this document for all Producers, additional data were available for seven of
Pre-Rampdown
Production Amounts
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the eight missing Producers 1 in 2015 declarations provided to the Court, which were downloaded
from the Glotrans website, reviewed, and used in the calculation (see footnotes on Table 1).
In order to determine the amount of pumping for beneficial use from the Native Safe Yield,
imported water return flows available to each Party were also considered. AVEK provided Imported
Water use for 2011 and 2012 for most of the Parties on Table 1. For the remaining Parties, the
California Public Water Supply Systems website was checked to confirm that those Parties did not
use imported water (https://sdwis.waterboards.ca.gov/PDWW/index.jsp) (see footnotes on Table
1). AVEK is in the process of checking records to confirm that Parties without Imported Water
amounts on Table 1 did not use Imported Water during that time period. As mentioned previously,
final adjustments were made to the production data and imported water use based on provision of
Cessation Reports documenting extraction reductions for 2011 and 2012.
For those Parties that used Imported Water, the average of 2011 and 2012 Imported Water use was
multiplied by 39 percent to estimate Imported Water return flows (see Table 1). The estimated
Imported Water return flows were then subtracted from the average 2011/2012 production to
generate an initial Pre-Rampdown Production amount, consistent with the definition in the
Judgment that the Pre-Rampdown Production amounts exclude Imported Water return flows.
Finally, the initial estimates above were compared with each Party’s Production Right and the
greater amount was determined to be each Party’s Pre-Rampdown Production amount, consistent
with the definition in the Judgment. The Pre-Rampdown Production amounts are provided in the
final column on Table 1. When approved, these amounts will be used to determine the incremental
reductions allowed during the Rampdown Period.

West Valley County Water District (WVCWD), Desert Breeze MHP, Reesdale MWC, Clan Keith, LV Ritter
Ranch, Eyherabide Sheep Company, and Milana/Rosamond MHP. Production data were not available for
White Fence Farms Mutual Water Company No. 3.
1
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Imported Water Use (AFY)
Average

Past Production (AFY)
2012

March 9, 2018

Estimated PreRampdown
Production (AFY)

2011

Production
Right (AFY)

Average

Average
Imported Water
Production Return Flows
Imported
(AFY) [avg. x
Water Return
0.39]
Flows (AFY)*

2012

18,622.19

2011

12,345.00

Estimated PreRampdown
Production (AFY)*
2012

0.00
0.00

Average

Imported Water Use (AFY)
2011

0.00

0.00
0.00
0.00

Average

0.00

0.00
0.00
0.00

153.10

1,853.87

342.80

1,863.88

153.02
589.76
73.53
1,420.19
6,789.26
102.92
1,095.47
2,769.63
2,525.53
2,917.88
185.00

Production
Right (AFY)

14.56

20.35
28.00
23.00
14.56

20.35
28.00
16.99

392.57

50.00
343.14
73.53
796.58
6,789.26
49.02
465.69
2,769.63
563.73
404.42
40.00

17,743.65

12.00

18.10
21.70
23.00

148.10

34,158.17 38,019.86 36,089.02 42,696.35 51,382.42 47,039.39

2012

Past Production (AFY)
2011
18.10
22.60
Provided estimate
16.97
17.01

149.60

Provided gallons per day
estimate

146.60

402.03

153.02
589.76
-1.87
1,420.19
6,619.49
102.92
1,095.47
2,136.26
2,525.53
2,917.88
185.00

Average
Imported Water
Production Return Flows
Imported
(AFY) [avg. x
Water Return
0.39]
Flows (AFY)

64.00

675.00

4.00
950.87

383.11

77.48
41.74
44.61
0.00
11,981.62
0.00
135.03
5,147.50
844.48
72.90
0.00

0.00
0.00

14.56

20.35
28.00
16.99

4.00
0.00

1,853.87

18,345.36

0.00

148.10

200.00

198.67
107.02
114.39
0.00
30,722.12
0.00
346.22
13,198.72
2,165.34
186.92
0.00

0.00

0.00

675.00

Not available
950.87

201.59
108.96
116.14
0.00
31,358.96
0.00
97.91
16,365.15
3,093.62
40.09
0.00

0.00

0.00

153.10
0.00

195.75
105.07
112.63
0.00
30,085.27
0.00
594.53
10,032.29
1,237.06
333.75
0.00

0.00

0.00

392.57
0.00

230.50
631.50
42.75
1,420.19
18,601.12
102.92
1,230.50
7,283.76
3,370.01
2,990.78
185.00

0.00

0.00

402.03
0.00

233.00
640.00
27.49
1,473.37
20,618.99
101.32
1,545.00
7,542.85
2,660.28
2,987.56
190.00

148.10

0.00

383.11
0.00

228.00
623.00
58.00
1,367.00
16,583.24
104.52
916.00
7,024.67
4,079.74
2,994.00
180.00

675.00

950.87

Table 1. Pre-Rampdown Production Determinations for Exhibit 3 and Supporting Landowner Producers

Exhibit 3 Non-Overlying Producers

REVISED DRAFT
Type
ID

Total

Supporting Landowner Parties (NonStipulating Parties)

Boron Community Services District
California Water Services Company
Desert Lake Community Services District
Littlerock Creek Irrigation District
Los Angeles County Waterworks District No. 40
North Edwards Water District
Palm Ranch Irrigation District
Palmdale Water District
Quartz Hill Water District (revised 3/9/18)
Rosamond Community Services District
West Valley County Water District

Type
ID

1000
1000
1000
1000
1000
1000
1000
1000
1000
1000
1000

1675
1675
1675
1675
1675
1675
1675
1675

1,276.85

Not Available
814.09
1,087.64
Not metered, provided
estimate

995.76

NOTE: Values in red font indicate that the calculated Pre-Rampdown Production amount is less than the Production Right.

Total

Desert Breeze MHP, LLC
Milana VII, LLC dba Rosamond Mobile Home Park
Reesdale Mutual Water Company
Juanita Eyherabide, Eyherabide Land Co., LLC and
Eyherabide Sheep Company
Clan Keith Real Estate Investments, LLC dba Leisure Lake
Mobile Estates
White Fence Farms Mutual Water Company No. 3
LV Ritter Ranch, LLC
Robar Enterprises, Inc., HI-Grade Materials, Co., and
CJR, a General Partnership

*

Data Sources:

2011 & 2012 Production from AMENDED STATEMENT OF PARTIAL DECISION FOR PHASE IV TRIAL WITH PARTY NAME CORRECTIONS (6/29/13) with the exceptions of WVCWD, Desert Breeze MHP, Reesdale MWC,
Clan Keith, LV Ritter Ranch, Eyherabide Sheep Company, and Milana/Rosamond MHP.
WVCWD 9/23/15: DECLARATION OF MARK CROSBY, GENERAL MANAGER OF PUBLIC WATER SUPPLIER / CROSS DEFENDANT WEST VALLEY COUNTY WATER DISTRICT REGARDING WEST VALLEY'S WATER
PUMPING AND USAGE.
Desert Breeze MHP 9/24/15: CROSS DEFENDANT DESERT BREEZE MHP, LLC'S DECLARATION OF DANIEL EPSTEIN IN SUPPORT OF THE PHASE VI TRIAL PROVE UP.
Reesdale MWC 9/28/15: FURTHER DECLARATION OF PATRICIA PARKER IN SUPPORT OF REESEDALE MUTUAL WATER COMP ANY'S REQUEST TO BE INCLUDED IN STIPULATED SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT.
Robar/Highgrade: 10/7/15: CROSS-DEFENDANTS HI-GRADE MATERIALS CO.; ROBAR ENTERPRISES, INC.; AND CJR'S DECLARATION IN SUPPORT OF PROVE-UP FOR PHASE VI TRIAL; DECLARATION OF CHRIS
GIAMPIETRO.
LV Ritter Ranch 11/9/15: DECLARATION OF MARK RITTER, INDIVIDUALLY AND AS SUCCESSOR TRUSTEE OF THE RITTER FAMILY TRUST IN SUPPORT OF WATER USAGE.
Eyherabide Sheep Company 8/17/15: DECLARATION OF JUANITA EYHERABID ON BEHALF OF HERSELF, THE EYHERABIDE SHEEP COMPANY, AND EYHERABIDE LAND CO., LLC, IN SUPPORT OF EYHERABIDE'S
CLAIM TO OVERLYING GROUNDWATER.
Milana VII, LLC dba Rosamond Mobile Home Park 7/21/15: DECLARATION OF SCOTT MONROE IN SUPPORT OF CROSS-DEFENDANT MILANA VII, LLC, db& ROSAMOND I MOBILE HOME PARK'S CLAIMED.
I PRODUCTION RIGHT OF 21.7 ACRE FEET PER YEAR
Quartz Hill WD 2011 and 2012 production and imported water use was determined using information in its First Statement Cessation or Reduction in Groundwater Extractions, SWRCB Division of Water Rights, dated
2/21/13.
Imported water use for 2011 and 2012 from AVEK.

Revised 03-09-2018
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February March 169, 2018

REVISED DRAFT MEMORANDUM
To:

Robert Parris, Chair
Antelope Valley Watermaster Board of Directors
Dennis LaMoureaux, Chair
Advisory Committee

cc:

Craig Parton, Price, Postel & Parma LLP
Watermaster Legal Counsel

From:

Phyllis Stanin, Vice President/Principal Geologist
Kate White, Senior Engineer
Todd Groundwater, Watermaster Engineer

Re:

Pre-Rampdown Production Amounts
Non-Overlying (Exhibit 3) and Supporting Landowner (Non-Stipulating) Producers
Antelope Valley Producers Except Exhibit 4 Overlying Producers

In a hearing on January 31, 2018, the Honorable Jack Komar (Ret.) considered three separate but
related post-judgment motions requesting an interpretation of whether the provisions of Section
8.3 apply only to the Parties listed in Exhibit 4 to the Judgment or whether certain other pParties
also are accorded with the benefit of limitations on imposition of the Replacement Water
Assessments during the rRampdown pPeriod. On February 5, 2018, the Court issued an Order
requiring the Watermaster to accord the benefits of Sections 8.1, 8.2, and 8.3 to the Public Water
Producers (Exhibit 3) and to Clan Keith (a Non-Stipulating Party), as well as other supporting but
non-stipulating Parties, and to determine the appropriate Pre-Rampdown Production amounts and
reduced pumping requirements over time for these pParties.
In response to the Order, the Watermaster Engineer has developed a methodology consistent with
the Judgment that provides a Pre-Rampdown Production amount based on production data
provided in the Final Judgment and supporting court documents. The methodology, supporting
data, references, and draft Pre-Rampdown Production amounts are described in this memorandum
and summarized on Table 1.
Draft recommended Pre-Rampdown Production amounts are beingwere provided to the Advisory
Committee and Watermaster Board for meetings on February 21 and 28, 2018 respectively, for
review and comment. Comments received during the meetings were considered. Specifically, one
comment indicated that the methodology unfairly penalized Parties that had purposefully reduced
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production used in the methodology (2011 and 2012), as evidenced by the filing of Cessation or
Reduction of Ground Water Extractions reports (“Cessation Reports”) with the State Water
Resources Control Board (SWRCB). This memorandum incorporates the previously-used
methodology but revises production data and imported water use based on Cessation Reports
provided to the Watermaster Engineer.
Once the Pre-Rampdown Production amounts have been finalized and approved by the
Watermaster, the amounts will be posted on the Watermaster website, along with the incremental
reductions during each period Year of rRampdown. The posted table will inform the Parties of their
respective rights to Pproduce gGroundwater during the Rampdown Period and ensure proper water
accounting by the Watermaster Engineer.
Tables documenting the Pre-Rampdown Production amount, the Production Right, and the
incremental reductions required to achieve the Production Right by the end of the Rampdown
Period will also be incorporated into the 2017 Annual Report. A final table with Pre-Rampdown
Production amounts and reductions during each year of the Rampdown Period will also be
incorporated into the Rules and Regulations for application and reference.
METHODOLOGY
Pre-Rampdown Production is defined in the Judgment as “The reasonable and beneficial use of
Groundwater, excluding Imported Water Return Flows, at a time prior to this Judgment, or the
Production Right, whichever is greater.” (§3.5.28). Further, the February Order notes that “clear
records of pumping are reflected in the evidence produced for the court. To the extent that
imported water is included in the pumping records, evidence of imported water quantities is also
available.” The order makes it clear that these data are to be used to determine the Pre-Rampdown
Production Amounts for pParties to the Judgment that have not already been defined in Exhibit 4.
A methodology was developed by the Watermaster Engineer for determining Pre-Rampdown
Production amounts that is consistent with the Order and definitions in the Judgment. That
methodology averages 2011 and 2012 production and subtracts the average Imported Water return
flows for that same period. Adjustments are made to these data based on Cessation Reports
provided to the Watermaster Engineer.
The Pre-Rampdown Production amounts developed by the Watermaster Engineer for pParties in the
Judgment other than Exhibit 4 pParties are provided on Table 1 (revised March 9, 2018). The table is
divided into four two parts: Exhibit 3 Non-Overlying Producers, State of California, and Supporting
Landowner Parties (Non-Stipulating Parties) and Other Parties with Rights to Produce Groundwater.
The supporting data are listed for each pParty, if available from the Judgment.

The average of the 2011 and 2012 production data is used as the reasonable and beneficial use of
Ggroundwater in the Pre-Rampdown Production determination. Annual production data for 2011
and 2012 were documented for most Pparties in the Amended Statement of Partial Decision for
Pre-Rampdown
Production Amounts
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Phase IV Trial with Party Name Corrections (June 29, 2013) as indicated in the footnotes to Table 1.
Although data were unavailable in this document for all Producers, additional data were available
for eight seven of the eight missing Pproducers 1 in 2015 declarations provided to the Court, which
were downloaded from the Glotrans website, reviewed, and used in the calculation (see footnotes
on Table 1).
In order to determine the amount of pumping for beneficial use from the Native Safe Yield,
imported water return flows available to each Party were also considered. AVEK provided Imported
Water use for 2011 and 2012 for most of the pParties on Table 1. For the remaining Pparties, the
California Public Water Supply Systems website was checked to confirm that those pParties did not
use imported water (https://sdwis.waterboards.ca.gov/PDWW/index.jsp) (see footnotes on Table
1). AVEK is in the process of checking records to confirm that Pparties without Imported Water
amounts on Table 1 did not use Imported Water during that time period. As mentioned previously,
final adjustments were made to the production data and imported water use based on provision of
Cessation Reports documenting extraction reductions for 2011 and 2012.
For those Pparties that used Imported Water, the average of 2011 and 2012 Imported Water use
was multiplied by 39 percent to estimate Imported Water return flows (see Table 1). The estimated
Imported Water return flows were then subtracted from the average 2011/2012 production to
generate an initial Pre-Rampdown Production amount, consistent with the definition in the
Judgment that the Pre-Rampdown pProduction amounts exclude Imported Water return flows.

Finally, the initial estimates above were compared with each Party’s Production Right (or right to
Produce Groundwater if no Production Right is designated) and the greater amount was determined
to be each Party’s recommended Pre-Rampdown Production amount, consistent with the definition
in the Judgment. The recommended Pre-Rampdown Production amounts are provided in the final
column on Table 1. When approved, these amounts will be used to determine the incremental
reductions allowed during the Rampdown pPeriod.

West Valley County Water District (WVCWD), Desert Breeze MHP, Reesdale MWC, Clan Keith, LV Ritter
Ranch, Eyherabide Sheep Company, and Milana/Rosamond MHP, and AVJUHSD. Production data were not
available for White Fence Farms Mutual Water Company No. 3.
1
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Imported Water Use (AFY)
Average

Past Production (AFY)
2012

March 9, 2018

Estimated PreRampdown
Production (AFY)

2011

Production
Right (AFY)

Average

Average
Imported Water
Production Return Flows
Imported
(AFY) [avg. x
Water Return
0.39]
Flows (AFY)*

2012

18,622.19

2011

12,345.00

Estimated PreRampdown
Production (AFY)*
2012

0.00
0.00

Average

Imported Water Use (AFY)
2011

0.00

0.00
0.00
0.00

Average

0.00

0.00
0.00
0.00

153.10

1,853.87

342.80

1,863.88

153.02
589.76
73.53
1,420.19
6,789.26
102.92
1,095.47
2,769.63
2,525.53
2,917.88
185.00

Production
Right (AFY)

14.56

20.35
28.00
23.00
14.56

20.35
28.00
16.99

392.57

50.00
343.14
73.53
796.58
6,789.26
49.02
465.69
2,769.63
563.73
404.42
40.00

17,743.65

12.00

18.10
21.70
23.00

148.10

34,158.17 38,019.86 36,089.02 42,696.35 51,382.42 47,039.39

2012

Past Production (AFY)
2011
18.10
22.60
Provided estimate
16.97
17.01

149.60

Provided gallons per day
estimate

146.60

402.03

153.02
589.76
-1.87
1,420.19
6,619.49
102.92
1,095.47
2,136.26
2,525.53
2,917.88
185.00

Average
Imported Water
Production Return Flows
Imported
(AFY) [avg. x
Water Return
0.39]
Flows (AFY)

64.00

675.00

4.00
950.87

383.11

77.48
41.74
44.61
0.00
11,981.62
0.00
135.03
5,147.50
844.48
72.90
0.00

0.00
0.00

14.56

20.35
28.00
16.99

4.00
0.00

1,853.87

18,345.36

0.00

148.10

200.00

198.67
107.02
114.39
0.00
30,722.12
0.00
346.22
13,198.72
2,165.34
186.92
0.00

0.00

0.00

675.00

Not available
950.87

201.59
108.96
116.14
0.00
31,358.96
0.00
97.91
16,365.15
3,093.62
40.09
0.00

0.00

0.00

153.10
0.00

195.75
105.07
112.63
0.00
30,085.27
0.00
594.53
10,032.29
1,237.06
333.75
0.00

0.00

0.00

392.57
0.00

230.50
631.50
42.75
1,420.19
18,601.12
102.92
1,230.50
7,283.76
3,370.01
2,990.78
185.00

0.00

0.00

402.03
0.00

233.00
640.00
27.49
1,473.37
20,618.99
101.32
1,545.00
7,542.85
2,660.28
2,987.56
190.00

148.10

0.00

383.11
0.00

228.00
623.00
58.00
1,367.00
16,583.24
104.52
916.00
7,024.67
4,079.74
2,994.00
180.00

675.00

950.87

Table 1. Pre-Rampdown Production Determinations for Exhibit 3 and Supporting Landowner Producers

Exhibit 3 Non-Overlying Producers

REVISED DRAFT
Type
ID

Total

Supporting Landowner Parties (NonStipulating Parties)

Boron Community Services District
California Water Services Company
Desert Lake Community Services District
Littlerock Creek Irrigation District
Los Angeles County Waterworks District No. 40
North Edwards Water District
Palm Ranch Irrigation District
Palmdale Water District
Quartz Hill Water District (revised 3/9/18)
Rosamond Community Services District
West Valley County Water District

Type
ID

1000
1000
1000
1000
1000
1000
1000
1000
1000
1000
1000

1675
1675
1675
1675
1675
1675
1675
1675

1,276.85

Not Available
814.09
1,087.64
Not metered, provided
estimate

995.76

NOTE: Values in red font indicate that the calculated Pre-Rampdown Production amount is less than the Production Right.

Total

Desert Breeze MHP, LLC
Milana VII, LLC dba Rosamond Mobile Home Park
Reesdale Mutual Water Company
Juanita Eyherabide, Eyherabide Land Co., LLC and
Eyherabide Sheep Company
Clan Keith Real Estate Investments, LLC dba Leisure Lake
Mobile Estates
White Fence Farms Mutual Water Company No. 3
LV Ritter Ranch, LLC
Robar Enterprises, Inc., HI-Grade Materials, Co., and
CJR, a General Partnership

*

Data Sources:

2011 & 2012 Production from AMENDED STATEMENT OF PARTIAL DECISION FOR PHASE IV TRIAL WITH PARTY NAME CORRECTIONS (6/29/13) with the exceptions of WVCWD, Desert Breeze MHP, Reesdale MWC,
Clan Keith, LV Ritter Ranch, Eyherabide Sheep Company, and Milana/Rosamond MHP.
WVCWD 9/23/15: DECLARATION OF MARK CROSBY, GENERAL MANAGER OF PUBLIC WATER SUPPLIER / CROSS DEFENDANT WEST VALLEY COUNTY WATER DISTRICT REGARDING WEST VALLEY'S WATER
PUMPING AND USAGE.
Desert Breeze MHP 9/24/15: CROSS DEFENDANT DESERT BREEZE MHP, LLC'S DECLARATION OF DANIEL EPSTEIN IN SUPPORT OF THE PHASE VI TRIAL PROVE UP.
Reesdale MWC 9/28/15: FURTHER DECLARATION OF PATRICIA PARKER IN SUPPORT OF REESEDALE MUTUAL WATER COMP ANY'S REQUEST TO BE INCLUDED IN STIPULATED SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT.
Robar/Highgrade: 10/7/15: CROSS-DEFENDANTS HI-GRADE MATERIALS CO.; ROBAR ENTERPRISES, INC.; AND CJR'S DECLARATION IN SUPPORT OF PROVE-UP FOR PHASE VI TRIAL; DECLARATION OF CHRIS
GIAMPIETRO.
LV Ritter Ranch 11/9/15: DECLARATION OF MARK RITTER, INDIVIDUALLY AND AS SUCCESSOR TRUSTEE OF THE RITTER FAMILY TRUST IN SUPPORT OF WATER USAGE.
Eyherabide Sheep Company 8/17/15: DECLARATION OF JUANITA EYHERABID ON BEHALF OF HERSELF, THE EYHERABIDE SHEEP COMPANY, AND EYHERABIDE LAND CO., LLC, IN SUPPORT OF EYHERABIDE'S
CLAIM TO OVERLYING GROUNDWATER.
Milana VII, LLC dba Rosamond Mobile Home Park 7/21/15: DECLARATION OF SCOTT MONROE IN SUPPORT OF CROSS-DEFENDANT MILANA VII, LLC, db& ROSAMOND I MOBILE HOME PARK'S CLAIMED.
I PRODUCTION RIGHT OF 21.7 ACRE FEET PER YEAR
Quartz Hill WD 2011 and 2012 production and imported water use was determined using information in its First Statement Cessation or Reduction in Groundwater Extractions, SWRCB Division of Water Rights, dated
2/21/13.
Imported water use for 2011 and 2012 from AVEK.

Revised 03-09-2018
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Item 3.c

March 9, 2018

DRAFT MEMORANDUM
To:

Dennis LaMoreaux, Chair
Antelope Valley Watermaster Advisory Committee
Robert Parris, Chair
Antelope Valley Watermaster Board

cc:

Craig Parton, Price Postel & Parma LLP
Watermaster Legal Counsel

From: Phyllis Stanin, Vice President/Principal Geologist
Kate White, Senior Engineer
Todd Groundwater, Watermaster Engineer
Re:

Procedures for Request, Review, and Approval of Transfers

This Draft Memorandum presents the procedures for request, review, and approval of Transfers, as
defined in the Judgment. The purpose of this memorandum is to provide draft procedures for review
and comment by the Advisory Committee, the Watermaster Board, and the public.
These draft procedures are being posted on the Watermaster website more than 30 days in advance of
a Public Hearing, tentatively scheduled for April 25, as part of the Watermaster Board regular meeting.
At the Public Hearing, the Watermaster Board will consider comments and edits to the transfer
procedures. The final procedures will be approved by the Watermaster and presented to the Court for
approval to include in the Antelope Valley Watermaster Rules and Regulations.
The Rules and Regulations are meant to develop processes and procedures to implement the Judgment
rather than simply repeat portions of the Judgment. However, relevant sections and definitions from the
Judgment are included for context and to facilitate proper determination of Transfer eligibility.
Paragraphs from the Judgment (¶) are referenced where applicable.
A legal determination may be necessary for some of the details provided herein. Therefore, this
Memorandum is also being transmitted to the Watermaster Legal Counsel for review as directed by the
Watermaster Board.
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SECTION X – TRANSFERS
1.1.

Purpose

The Judgment allows Production Rights and certain other rights to be transferred among Parties as
provided in this section. Transfers can provide flexibility to the Parties with respect to timing and
location of groundwater production while maintaining consistency with the purposes of the Judgment
and compliance with the Physical Solution.

1.2.

Basis

Transfers of Production Rights are allowed in the Judgment as follows: “Pursuant to terms and
conditions to be set forth in the Watermaster rules and regulations, and except as otherwise provided in
this Judgment, Parties may transfer all or any portion of their Production Right to another Party so long
as such transfer does not cause Material Injury. All transfers are subject to hydrologic review by the
Watermaster Engineer.” (¶16.1). Both one-time temporary transfers and permanent transfers of a
Production Right are allowed between Parties.
A transfer of a Production Right can also occur as a result of a property sale. In this case, the Production
Rights would transfer to the new owner of the property associated with that sale as indicated by the
definition of Party in the Judgment. “Party (Parties). Any Person(s) that has (have) been named and
served or otherwise properly joined, or has (have) become subject to this Judgment and any prior
judgments of this Court in this Action and all their respective heirs, successors-in-interest and assigns.
For purposes of this Judgment, a “Person” includes any natural person, firm, association, organization,
joint venture, partnership, business, trust, corporation, or public entity.” (¶3.5.27).
In addition to Production Rights, certain other rights to produce groundwater can be transferred as
provided in Section 1.3 below.
The Watermaster Engineer will record all transfers as dictated in the Judgment: “Transfers. On an
annual basis, the Watermaster shall prepare and maintain a report or record of any transfer of
Production Rights among Parties. Upon reasonable request, the Watermaster shall make such report or
record available for inspection by any Party. A report or records of transfer of Production Rights under
this Paragraph shall be considered a ministerial act.” (¶18.4.8).

1.3.

Types of Transfers Allowed

Transfers are allowed for the following Parties under the described conditions:
Overlying Production Right Parties (Exhibit 4): “Overlying Production Rights may be transferred pursuant
to the provisions of Paragraph 16 of this Judgment.” (¶5.1.1.3).
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Overlying Production Right Parties (Exhibit 4) Transfers to Non-Overlying Production Right Holders
(Exhibit 3): “Overlying Production Rights that are transferred to Non-Overlying Production Right holders
shall remain on Exhibit 4 and be subject to adjustment as provided in Paragraph 18.5.10, but may be
used anywhere in the transferee’s service area.” (¶16.2).
State of California Internal Transfers: “The State of California’s Production Right in the amount of 207
acre-feet per Year is allocated separately to each of the State agencies, departments, and associations as
listed below in Paragraph 5.1.5.2. Notwithstanding the separate allocations, any Production Right, or
portion thereof, of one of the State agencies, departments, and associations may be transferred or used
by the other State agencies, departments, and associations on parcels within the Basin. This transfer
shall be done by agreement between the State agencies, departments, or associations without a
Replacement Water Assessment and without the need for Watermaster approval. Prior to the transfer of
another State agency, department, or association’s Production Right, the State agency, department, or
association receiving the ability to use the Production Right shall obtain written consent from the
transferor. Further, the State agency, department, or association receiving the Production Right shall
notify the Watermaster of the transfer.” (¶5.1.5.1, emphasis added).
Stored Production Rights or Carry Over Water: “In Lieu Production Right Carry Over…The Producer may
transfer any Carry Over water or Carry Over water stored pursuant to a Storage Agreement.” (¶15.1).
Antelope Valley United Mutuals Group Transfer Limitations: “Limitation on Transfers of Water by
Antelope Valley United Mutuals Group. After the date of this Judgment, any Overlying Production
Rights pursuant to Paragraph 5.1.1, rights to Imported Water Return Flows pursuant to Paragraph 5.2,
rights to Recycled Water pursuant to Paragraph 5.3 and Carry Over water pursuant to Paragraph 15
(including any water banked pursuant to a Storage Agreement with the Watermaster) that are at any
time held by any member of the Antelope Valley United Mutuals Group may only be transferred to or
amongst other members of the Antelope Valley United Mutuals Group, except as provided in Paragraph
16.3.1. Transfers amongst members of the Antelope Valley United Mutuals Group shall be separately
reported in the Annual Report of the Watermaster pursuant to Paragraphs 18.4.8 and 18.5.17. Transfers
amongst members of the Antelope Valley United Mutuals Group shall not be deemed to constitute an
abandonment of any member’s non-transferred rights.” (¶16.3).
“Nothing in Paragraph 16.3 shall prevent Antelope Valley United Mutuals Group members from
transferring Overlying Production Rights to Public Water Suppliers who assume service of an Antelope
Valley United Mutuals Group member’s shareholders.” (¶16.3.1).
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1.4.

Types of Transfers Not Allowed

Transfers are not allowed by the Judgment for:
Non-Pumper Class: “The Non-Pumper Class members shall have no right to transfer water pursuant to
this Judgment.” (¶5.1.2.1).
Small Pumper Class: “The pumping rights of Small Pumper Class Members are not transferable
separately from the parcel of property on which the water is pumped, provided however a Small
Pumper Class Member may move their water right to another parcel owned by that Small Pumper Class
Member with approval of the Court. If a Small Pumper Class Member parcel is sold, absent a written
contract stating otherwise and subject to the provisions of this Judgment, the water right for that Small
Pumper Class Member parcel shall transfer to the new owners of that Small Pumper Class Member
parcel. The pumping rights of Small Pumper Class Members may not be aggregated for use by a
purchaser of more than one Small Pumper Class Member’s property.” (¶5.1.3.3). “In recognition of his
service as class representative, Richard Wood has a Production Right of up to five 5 acre-feet per Year
for reasonable and beneficial use on his parcel free of Replacement Water Assessment. This Production
Right shall not be transferable and is otherwise subject to the provisions of this Judgment. (¶5.1.3.8).
Non-Stipulating Parties: “Production Rights Claimed by Non-Stipulating Parties. Any claim to a right to
Produce Groundwater from the Basin by a Non-Stipulating Party shall be subject to procedural or legal
objection by any Stipulating Party. Should the Court, after taking evidence, rule that a Non-Stipulating
Party has a Production Right, the Non-Stipulating Party shall be subject to all provisions of this
Judgment, including reduction in Production necessary to implement the Physical Solution and the
requirements to pay assessments, but shall not be entitled to benefits provided by Stipulation, including
but not limited to Carry Over pursuant to Paragraph 15 and Transfers pursuant to Paragraph 16.”
(¶5.1.10).
Boron Community Services District: “Notwithstanding section 16.1, the Production Right of Boron
Community Services District shall not be transferable. If and when Boron Community Services District
permanently ceases all Production of Groundwater from the Basin, its Production Right shall be
allocated to the other holders of Non-Overlying Production Rights, except for West Valley County Water
District, in proportion to those rights.” (¶16.4).

1.5.

Transfer Requests

Prior to a transfer, Parties are required to submit a Transfer Request Form to the Watermaster for
review. The form will include specific information required for the Watermaster Engineer to record and
track each transfer and to conduct a hydrologic review, including a Material Injury analysis. Although all
transfers will be subject to hydrologic review by the Watermaster Engineer, no Material Injury analysis
will be required on a transfer that results from a property sale.
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The request will identify both the rights holder and the transferee. Unless clearly stated otherwise in the
Transfer Request, the rights holder will retain responsibility for the Administrative Assessments on the
transferred rights, if any. Administrative staff will confirm that all outstanding assessments associated
with the Parties involved in the transfer are paid before the transfer request will be considered by the
Watermaster Engineer.

1.6.

Hydrologic Review and Material Injury Analysis

Although transfers will be managed within the Native Safe Yield as defined by the Judgment, transfers
may change the distribution of pumping in the basin spatially and/or over time. The Watermaster
Engineer will conduct a hydrologic review and Material Injury analysis on all transfers 1 that considers
whether the transfer will have the potential to:
cause material physical harm to the Basin, any Subarea, or any Producer, Party, or Production
Right including, but not limited to, Overdraft, degradation of water quality by introduction of
contaminants to the aquifer by a Party and/or transmission of those introduced contaminants
through the aquifer, liquefaction, land subsidence and other material physical injury caused by
elevated or lowered groundwater levels. Material physical harm does not include “economic
injury” that results from other than direct physical causes, including any adverse effect on water
rates, lease rates, or demand for water. (¶3.5.81.1).
The Watermaster Engineer must make the finding that the transfer will not cause, or will fully mitigate
(¶3.5.81.2) the potential for, Material Injury in order for the transfer to be approved by the Board.

1.7.

Approval of Transfers

Based on the information provided by the Watermaster Engineer, the Watermaster Board must make
the following findings in order to approve the transfer:
•
•

1.8.

the transfer complies with the Judgment
the transfer does not cause Material Injury.

Documentation of Transfers

The Watermaster Engineer shall maintain a record of all transfers and assign the transferred water to
the transferee’s proper water account. In general, the original type of the transferred right will be
maintained after the transfer. For example, a transfer of all or part of a Production Right will be a
transferred Production Right for the transferee. Similarly, a transfer of Carry Over Water will be
Except those that result from a property sale and those among State agencies for the State of California
Production Right as provided in ¶5.1.5.1.

1
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maintained as Carry Over Water for the transferee and will also retain the number of years associated
with the original transferor’s Carry Over Water account. Upon reasonable request, the Watermaster
shall make transfer records available for inspection by any Party. Transfer records also will be
summarized in the Annual Report. A report or records of transfers under this Paragraph shall be
considered a ministerial act.
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Item 3.d

February 16, 2018

DRAFT ISSUE PAPER
To:

Dennis LaMoreaux, Chair
Antelope Valley Watermaster Advisory Committee
Robert Parris, Chair
Antelope Valley Watermaster Board
Craig A. Parton, Price Postel & Parma LLP
Antelope Valley Watermaster Legal Counsel

From:

Phyllis Stanin, Vice President/Principal Geologist
Kate White, Senior Engineer
Todd Groundwater, Watermaster Engineer

Re:

Order of Water Use Under the Judgment

This Draft Issue Paper recommends an order for sequential use by Producers of their various
groundwater rights (e.g., Production Rights, Carry Over, Imported Water Return Flows, etc.) as
interpreted from the Judgment. The Issue Paper recommends an order that complies with the
Judgment, provides information for a dialog with Producers for planning purposes, and ensures
proper water accounting by the Watermaster Engineer.
An additional objective of this Issue Paper is to provide a summary of various types of water
accounts and related sections of the Judgment pertaining to associated requirements on the use of
those accounts. The summary information contained herein can be included in initial sections of the
Rules and Regulations to provide context and understanding for the various sections within that
document. Although the Rules and Regulations are meant to develop processes and procedures to
implement the Judgment rather than simply repeat portions of the Judgment, inclusion of summary
information can provide needed context and make the Rules and Regulations more accessible.
Paragraphs from the Judgment (¶) are referenced where applicable.
This Draft Issue Paper is being presented to the Advisory Committee, Antelope Valley Watermaster
Board, and Watermaster Counsel to facilitate review and discussion on the order of water use by
Producers. After incorporation of comments, the Draft Issue Paper will be posted for a 30-day
comment period, reviewed during a Public Hearing, approved by the Board, and submitted to the
Court for final approval.
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GROUNDWATER RIGHTS UNDER THE JUDGMENT
The distinct types of groundwater accounts that may be available for a Producer’s use are listed
below.
“Production Right. The amount of Native Safe Yield that may be Produced each Year free of any
Replacement Water Assessment and Replacement Obligation. The total of the Production Rights
decreed in this Judgment equals the Native Safe Yield. A Production Right does not include any right
to Imported Water Return Flows pursuant to Paragraph 5.2.” (¶3.5.32).
“Pre-Rampdown Production. The reasonable and beneficial use of Groundwater, excluding
Imported Water Return Flows, at a time prior to this Judgment, or the Production Right, whichever
is greater.” (¶3.5.28).
Unused Federal Reserved Water Right. “In the event the United States does not Produce its
entire 7,600 acre-feet in any given Year, the unused amount in any Year will be allocated to the
Non-Overlying Production Rights holders, except for Boron Community Services District and
West Valley County Water District, in the following Year, in proportion to Production Rights set
forth in Exhibit 3.” (¶5.1.4.1).
“Carry Over. The right to Produce an unproduced portion of an annual Production Right or a Right to
Imported Water Return Flows in a Year subsequent to the Year in which the Production Right or
Right to Imported Water Return Flows was originally available.” (¶3.5.9).
“Imported Water Return Flows. Imported Water that net augments the Basin Groundwater supply
after use.” (¶3.5.16).
“Stored Water. Water held in storage in the Basin, as a result of direct spreading or other methods,
for subsequent withdrawal and use pursuant to agreement with the Watermaster and as provided
for in this Judgment. Stored Water does not include Imported Water Return Flows.” (¶3.5.49).
Transfers. “Pursuant to terms and conditions to be set forth in the Watermaster rules and
regulations, and except as otherwise provided in this Judgment, Parties may transfer all or any
portion of their Production Right to another Party so long as such transfer does not cause Material
Injury. All transfers are subject to hydrologic review by the Watermaster Engineer.” (¶16.1).
“New Production. Any Production of Groundwater from the Basin not of right under this Judgment,
as of the date of this Judgment.” (¶3.5.20).
Other types of water (non-groundwater) are also available for use but are not included in this
hierarchy. These include in-lieu production (¶15.1), recycled water (¶5.3), and imported or local
surface water. In-lieu production use is encouraged as it reduces groundwater pumping directly.
Use of these other water sources is also encouraged if groundwater pumping can be reduced.
Draft Issue Paper /
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ORDER OF GROUNDWATER USE
The Judgment provides flexibility to Producers to accumulate and access a variety of water accounts
as described above. The Watermaster Engineer does not wish to dictate which accounts a Producer
may access unless limited by the Judgment or other practical considerations. Nonetheless, it is
incumbent on the Watermaster Engineer to develop a system of water accounting that complies
with the Judgment. Therefore, the Judgment has been reviewed for requirements and restrictions
on use of water accounts.
In brief, the Judgment requires that the Production Right be used first before any other water is
used. An exception to this is the option for In Lieu Production, whereby Imported Water is
purchased to preserve the Production Right and the Production Right is subject to Carry Over. Two
additional types of water, the unused Federal Reserved Water Right and the Rampdown Production
amounts, are restricted with respect to the timing of the use. Because these two types of water
must be used in the year that they are available, these accounts are prioritized for use.
Incorporating these two guidelines, water accounts have been categorized into three groups for use
as listed below. Category 1 water is to be used in full before Category 2;Category 2 water would also
likely be used in full before Category 3. When several different types of water are in one category,
the Producer can use them at their discretion in any order and percentage. Producers may not have
all categories of water available to them at all times.
Category 1
Production Rights from Native Safe Yield
Category 2
Unused Federal Reserved Water Rights
Rampdown Production (amount above Production Right)
Category 3
Imported Water Return Flows
Carry Over Water
Stored Water
New Production
Other Rights to Produce Water
Transfers are not listed above because the transferred water will retain the category as the source
water (e.g., transferred Production Rights will be Category 1 water, transferred Imported Water
Return Flows will be Category 3 water, transferred Carry Over will be Category 4 water and will also
retain the same number of years for which it has already been carried over, transferred Stored
Water will be Category 5 water, etc.).
DISCUSSION AND RELEVANT JUDGMENT TEXT
Category 1. Production Rights. All Production Rights from Native Safe Yield must be used before
using other types of groundwater. As per the Judgment: “A Producer must Produce its full current
Draft Issue Paper /
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Year’s Production Right before any Carry Over water is Produced.” (¶15.1) and “A Producer must
Produce its full Production Right before any Carry Over water, or any other water, is Produced.”
(¶15.2 and ¶15.3, emphasis added).
Category 2. Unused Federal Reserved Water Rights and Rampdown Production above Production
Right. Producers with Unused Federal Reserved Water Rights and/or Rampdown Production above
their Production Right can use these water sources once they have used all Production Rights from
Native Safe Yield for the year. These two sources are prioritized because they are not subject to
Carry Over and will not be available in subsequent years if not produced in the year available.
Additional relevant information and limitations from the Judgment are included below.
Other Rights to Produce Water. These Category 3 water types can be used after a Producer uses its
Production Rights (Category 1) and electively uses its Category 2 water (Unused Federal Reserved
Water Rights and Rampdown Production above Production Right) since Category 2 water cannot be
carried over.
REPORTING
All Producers are required 2 to provide the Watermaster with a detailed annual accounting of the
water used in the previous calendar year. This information will be documented by Producers on an
Annual Water Production Report form. These forms will be available on the Watermaster website
and are due by March 1, 2018 for 2017 water use. Annual Water Production Report forms will also
be mailed or emailed to Producers with addresses or emails on record.
In future years, the Antelope Valley Watermaster Annual Report will contain tables with the types of
water available for each party for use that year 3. However, much of this data was not available for
the 2016 Annual Report. Accordingly, the Watermaster will post tables on its website to assist with
completing 2017 Production Reporting forms; tables will include:
•
•
•
•
•

Rampdown amounts for 2016-2023
Production Rights and other rights to produce water for each Party
Unused Federal Reserved Water Rights available for use in 2017
Imported Water Return Flows available in 2017, and
Carry Over Water available in 2017.

“18.5.12 Production Reports. The Watermaster Engineer shall require each Producer, other than unmetered
Small Pumper Class Members, to file an annual Production report with the Watermaster. Producers shall
prepare the Production reports in a form prescribed by the rules and regulations. The Production reports shall
state the total Production for the reporting Party, including Production per well, rounded off to the nearest
tenth of an acre foot for each reporting period. The Production reports shall include such additional
information and supporting documentation as the rules and regulations may reasonably require.”
3
The Watermaster will be requesting that the due date for Annual Reports be permanently moved from April
1 to August 1 to better accommodate collection and analysis of the required data.
2
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Water available for use in 2018 will be tallied once the 2017 Annual Water Production Reports are
received and the 2017 Annual Report is complete. Each Producer is responsible for keeping track of
their production throughout each year to ensure that they do not incur Replacement Water
Assessments unintentionally. Producers who pump more than 10 AFY are also required to submit
quarterly production meter reading reports by the end of the first month after each quarter
(January 31, April 30, July 31, and October 31). Additional metering requirements are posted on the
Watermaster website.
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Item 3.e

February 19, 2018

REVISED DRAFT MEMORANDUM
To:

Robert Parris, Chair
Antelope Valley Watermaster Board of Directors
Dennis LaMoreaux, Chair
Antelope Valley Watermaster Advisory Committee

cc:

Craig Parton, Price Postel & Parma LLP
Legal Counsel

From: Phyllis Stanin, Vice President/Principal Geologist
Kate White, Senior Engineer
Todd Groundwater, Watermaster Engineer
Re:

Draft Groundwater Storage Agreements Section for the Rules and Regulations

The proposed process and procedures for implementing Storage Agreements in compliance
with the Final Judgment are presented on the following pages. This draft text is provided for
final comments, edits, and subsequent inclusion in the Antelope Valley Watermaster Rules and
Regulations (R&Rs). Previous drafts of this text have been reviewed by the Advisory Committee
and the Watermaster Board; comments and additional minor edits have been incorporated into
this revised draft. Pending legal review and final edits, the Board will approve the text for use in
the R&Rs.
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SECTION X – GROUNDWATER STORAGE AGREEMENTS
1. Purpose. All Parties to the Judgment have the right to store water in the Basin pursuant to a
Storage Agreement with the Watermaster. Stored water is defined as “water held in storage
in the Basin, as a result of direct spreading or other methods, for subsequent withdrawal
and use pursuant to agreement with the Watermaster and as provided for in this
Judgment.” (¶3.5.49). All Stored Water shall be covered by a Storage Agreement. These
Storage Agreements provide for how the Stored Water will be recharged, recovered and
used. The provided information will be used by the Watermaster Engineer to track water
use, to support a basin-wide water balance, and to ensure no Material Injury.
2. Water Sources and Methods. Storage Agreements can be used for direct recharge of
various water sources including imported water, recycled water, or other water not part of
the Native Safe Yield. Storage Agreements are also required to convert Carry Over Water
generated by non-use of Native Safe Yield to Stored Water at the end of the ten-year Carry
Over period. Carry Over Water includes Native Safe Yield not Produced due to in-lieu
purchases of imported water (¶15.1), Native Safe Yield not Produced for other reasons
(¶15.3), and Imported Water Return Flow rights that are not Produced (¶15.2). Carry Over
Water 1 is not Stored Water, although Carry Over Water can be converted to Stored Water
at the end of the Carry Over period by entering into a Storage Agreement.
3. Basis. Storage Agreement rules shall be uniformly applicable. The Watermaster shall
promptly enter into Storage Agreements with the Parties at their request. The Watermaster
shall not enter into Storage Agreements with non-Parties unless such non-Parties become
expressly subject to the provisions of this Judgment and the jurisdiction of the Court.
Storage Agreements shall expressly preclude operations which will cause a Material Injury
on any Producer (¶14).
4. Accounting. Parties that store water shall provide the Watermaster sufficient information
so that the Watermaster Engineer can calculate additions, extractions and losses of water
stored under Storage Agreements and maintain an Annual account of all such water. A
portion of the Stored Water will be unrecoverable based on technical determination by the

Producers may carry over rights to its unproduced portion of its Production Rights and its unproduced portion of
its Imported Water Return Flows for up to ten years. Carry Over Production Rights and Imported Water Return
Flows not Produced by the end of the tenth year revert to the benefit of the Basin and the Producer no longer has
a right to this Carry Over Water unless it is stored pursuant to a Storage Agreement.

1
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Watermaster Engineer. Accounting done by the Watermaster Engineer under this
Paragraph shall be considered ministerial (¶18.5.14 and ¶14).
5. General Conditions Governing Storage Agreements. Storage Agreements shall be for the
utilization of the groundwater storage capacity of the Basin.
a. Preexisting Banking. Nothing in the Judgment limits or modifies operation of the
preexisting banking projects 2:
• AVEK’s Westside Water Bank (formally referred to as Water Supply Stabilization
Project No. 2 (WSSP-2)) and Eastside Water Bank
• Antelope Valley Water Storage LLC’s Willow Springs Water Bank (WSWB) (formerly
called the Antelope Valley Water Bank)
• Tejon Ranchcorp and Tejon Ranch Company’s Tejon Water Bank.
b. Preexisting Exchange Agreements. Nothing in the Judgment limits or modifies
performance of preexisting exchange agreements of the Parties. Preexisting agreements
that may involve storage are listed below:
• District 40 – AVEK Lease Agreement (signed 2/10/15)
• LCID and PWD Agreement (revised 12/22/92)
• AVEK and LCID Exchange Agreement (2006-2016) (updated annually)
• AVEK and Tejon Exchange Agreement (2008 and 2009).
c. Submittal of Agreements. For all types of pre-existing banking or exchange agreements,
the relevant Parties shall submit copies of any agreements or supporting documents to
the Watermaster Engineer. These will be available for review by other Parties to the
Judgment.
d. Export of Stored Water. If Littlerock Creek Irrigation District or Palmdale Water District
stores water in the Basin, it shall not export that Stored Water from its service area
(¶14). AVEK, Littlerock Creek Irrigation District or Palmdale Water District may enter into
exchanges of their State Water Project “Table A” Amounts. Any Stored Water that
originated as State Water Project water imported by AVEK, Palmdale Water District or
Littlerock Creek Irrigation District may be exported from the Basin for use in a portion of
the service area of any city or public agency, including State Water Project Contractors,
that are Parties to this action at the time of this Judgment and whose service area
includes land outside the Basin. AVEK may export any of its Stored State Project Water
to any area outside its jurisdictional boundaries and the Basin provided that all water
demands within AVEK’s jurisdictional boundaries are met. Any Stored Water that

The Judgment has a list of potential preexisting banking projects: AVEK, District No. 40, Antelope Valley Water
Storage LLC, Tejon Ranchcorp and Tejon Ranch Company, Sheep Creek Water Co., Rosamond Community Services
District and Palmdale Water District. Only banking projects in existence on 12/23/15 are considered preexisting as
defined by the Judgment.
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originated as other imported water may be exported from the Basin, subject to a
requirement that the Watermaster Engineer make a technical determination of the
percentage of the Stored Water is unrecoverable and that such unrecoverable Stored
Water is dedicated to the Basin.
e. Use of Stored Water for Replacement Water Obligations. If, pursuant to a Storage
Agreement, a Party has provided for pre-delivery or post-delivery of Replacement Water
for the Party’s use, the Watermaster shall credit such water to the Party’s Replacement
Water Obligation at the Party's request (¶14). Pre-delivery could occur when a Party
transfers existing water in storage to the Watermaster prior to pumping water that
otherwise would incur a Replacement Water Assessment. Post-delivery could occur
when a Party provides written confirmation that a firm supply of that Party’s water for
storage within the next year will be transferred to the Watermaster when available. (see
Replacement Water Obligation Section XX of the R&Rs for more detail)
f. Material Injury Determination. Approval of Storage Agreements will be based on the
determination that there will be no Material Injury. Material Injury could include
overdraft, water quality degradation, liquefaction, land subsidence, and other injury
caused by lowering or elevating groundwater levels or changes in groundwater in
storage.
g. Storage and Use of Stored Water. A Party subject to a Storage Agreement must report
annually to the Watermaster the sources and amounts of water stored pursuant to a
Storage Agreement and the amount of Stored Water recovered in the prior year.
6. Storage Agreement Contents. Groundwater Storage Agreements shall include, but not be
limited to, the following:
•
•
•
•

•
•

•

Source(s) and quality of the water to be stored.
Identification of lands to be used for recharge, if applicable.
General description of the delivery and recharge methods, projected annual delivery
rates, methods of measurement (i.e., metering), and projected infiltration rates.
Conceptual design of applicable recharge facilities including locations, depths, and
construction details of spreading basins, trenches or infiltration galleries, vadose
zone wells, injection wells, or other methods.
General description of the extraction methods and facilities, including identification
of the well or wells used for recovery (including well construction and capacity).
Agreement to provide the Watermaster, prior to recovery, with the anticipated
recovery quantity, rate of recovery, and other details sufficient to determine that
the operations will not cause a Material Injury.
Agreement to provide the Watermaster, by February 15 of each year, with an annual
accounting of source(s), volumes, quality, and locations of water recharged and/or
stored and the entities for whom water was stored the previous calendar year.
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•

•

•

•
•

Agreement to provide the Watermaster, by February 15 of each year, with an annual
accounting of volumes and locations of recovery and place and purpose of use of
recovered water the previous calendar year.
For Carry Over Water converted to Stored Water the details requested above for
recovery should be included; details relating to recharge as listed above are not
applicable.
Agreement to a pre-determined loss of the total amount of stored water by either a
technical determination by the Watermaster of the percentage of the Stored Water
that is unrecoverable, or 10 percent 3, whichever is greater.
Details sufficient to establish that the operations will not cause a Material Injury.
Terms and conditions determined by the Watermaster Engineer to prevent future
operations from causing a Material Injury, if any.

7. Watermaster Investigation. The Watermaster may request additional information and
investigate any existing or proposed Storage Agreement, including physical inspection of the
storage project, if additional information is needed to understand the recharge and
extraction operation to determine potential impacts of such operation on potential Material
Injury or to define the losses associated with storage. Any party to the Storage Agreement
may be requested to confer and cooperate with the Watermaster Engineer or staff, and to
provide such additional information, data, and/or physical access, as may be reasonably
required to complete the investigation.
8. Water Stored without a Storage Agreement. Water stored without a Storage Agreement
will be deemed abandoned and left for the benefit of the basin, except those operations in
place at the time of the Judgment (see Pre-Existing Banking Operations in 5a. above).

Because preexisting banking projects have agreed to a 10 percent loss based on previous analyses, this value will
be used as a minimum loss for new storage agreements for consistency. If the Watermaster Engineer’s technical
determination indicates that a loss of greater than 10 percent is warranted for a new banking project (i.e., not a
preexisting banking project as defined by the Judgment), the greater amount will be applicable to the associated
Storage Agreement.
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Item 3.f.1

DRAFT REPLACEMENT WELL APPLICATION (FOR EXISTING PRODUCTION RIGHTS)*
ANTELOPE VALLEY WATERMASTER

Attach application fee of $150 for review and processing. Make check out to: Antelope Valley Watermaster
Please mail to: Antelope Valley Watermaster, P.O. Box 3025, Quartz Hill, California 93586 OR email to: info@avwatermaster.net
*This form is for applicants with known production rights to request a replacement well within 300 feet of an existing well owned by the
applicant. If the proposed well is greater than 300 feet from an existing well, please use the New Point of Extraction Application instead
of this form. If new production rights are being requested, please use the New Production Application instead of this form.
This form can also be used for non-production wells such as monitoring wells, test wells, and cathodic protection wells that will pump
only minimal amounts for groundwater sampling. The application fee will be reduced from $150 to $50 for these types of wells.

Date________________________
Well Site APN#_______________________________________
Property Owner/Well Owner____________________________________________________________________________
Property Owner/Well Owner Mailing Address_______________________________________________________________
Property Address, if different than Owner’s Address _________________________________________________________
Contact Phone Number___________________________ Contact email__________________________________________
Owner’s name as Appears in Antelope Valley Adjudication Judgment____________________________________________
Production Rights as listed in Antelope Valley Adjudication Judgment ________________________________acre-feet/year
Driller Information
Drilling Company______________________________________________________________________________________
Drilling Company Address_______________________________________________________________________________
Drilling Company Phone Number____________________ Drilling Company email__________________________________
Existing Well Information, if applicable
Will the New Well replace an Existing Well? _______ Existing Well Latitude/Longitude (or x, y) _______________________
Will the New Well be used in order to stop sharing a well? ________ Please provide a copy of the shared well agreement.
If so, please provide estimations of annual Production of the Shared Well by year for the 1946 through 2015 time period to
the best of your knowledge ______________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Estimated future annual production of the Existing Well once the New Well has been constructed ____________________
Will the Existing Well be destroyed? ________________ If not, why not? _________________________________________
Existing Well pumping capacity __________gpm Average annual production from Existing Well __________acre-feet/year
Use(s) of the Existing Well (agricultural, domestic, industrial, municipal, monitoring, etc.) ___________________________
Status (active, inactive) ________________________________________________________________________________
Existing Well construction date_____________ Casing Materials______________ Casing Diameter______________ inches
Surface seal material and depth ___________________Screen depths (top/bottom)___________________________feet
Well Depth _____________________feet Ground surface elevation _____________ feet above mean sea level
Depth to water_______________ feet
Please attach a copy of the DWR Well Completion Report, if available.
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New Well Information
Will this be a New or Replacement Well? ______________Distance from Existing Well (please use the Change of Point of
Extraction form if greater than 300 feet) ___________________________________________________
New Well Latitude/Longitude (or x, y) ______________________________________________________________________
Use(s) of New Well (agricultural, domestic, industrial, municipal, monitoring, etc.) _________________________________
Estimated New Well pumping capacity _________gpm Estimated annual production from New Well _______acre-feet/year
Do other wells exist on this property? _____ If Yes, indicate if active, inactive, or abandoned and show on Site Plan
Will a meter be installed on the well at the time of construction? ______ If not, when will the meter be installed? ________
Site Plan
An 8½” by 11” paper site plan must be attached to this application showing:
1. Location of site features, including major buildings, landscaped areas, all existing wells, roads, etc.
2. North arrow and scale.
3. Locations of proposed well and existing well(s) with dimensions in feet between wells and to nearest cross streets.
Proposed Well Construction
Please attach a diagram showing proposed well construction, including maximum well depth, casing diameter and
materials, ground surface elevation, screen intervals, and estimated pumping capacity. A completed DWR Well
Completion Report is required to be submitted to the Antelope Valley Watermaster upon completion of well.
Signatures
I understand and agree to abide by the terms of the Antelope Valley Adjudication Judgment. I certify that the
information given in this application is correct to the best of my knowledge and that the signature below, whether
original, electronic, or photocopied, is authorized and valid, and is affixed with the intent to be enforceable. I
understand that it is my responsibility, as the well owner, to notify the Antelope Valley Watermaster of any changes
in the purpose or pumping capacity of this well, from which, is indicated on this application. I also understand that
additional information may be required if there is a suspected potential for a material injury as defined in the
Judgment.
Signature of Property Owner/Well Owner__________________________________________ Date_______________
Signature of Well Driller _________________________________________________________Date______________
Signature of Consultant/Agent ____________________________________________________Date______________

________________________________________________________________

Approved by_______________________________________________ Date ________________________________
This application is not for a well construction permit; a completed and approved application must be submitted to
the appropriate well permitting agency (e.g., Kern or Los Angeles Counties) for a well construction permit, if the well
is to be installed within the Antelope Valley Adjudicated Area.
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Item 3.f.2

DRAFT SMALL PUMPER QUALIFYING DOCUMENTATION*
ANTELOPE VALLEY WATERMASTER

Attach application fee of $150 for review and processing. Make check out to: Antelope Valley Watermaster
Please mail to: Antelope Valley Watermaster, P.O. Box 3025, Quartz Hill, California 93586 OR email to: info@avwatermaster.net
*This form is to be used by private entities that own property in the Adjudication Area of Antelope Valley where a well has been pumped
on the property during any year from 1946 through December 23, 2015, but at an amount of less than 25 acre-feet per year, and entity
is not currently listed in the Judgment as a Small Pumper Class Member (Exhibit C of Judgment). This form requests qualifying
documentation to determine if applicant is a member of the Small Pumper Class as defined by the Judgment.

Date________________________
Well Site APN#_______________________________________
Property Owner/Well Owner____________________________________________________________________________
Property Owner/Well Owner Mailing Address_______________________________________________________________
Property Address, if different than Owner’s Address _________________________________________________________
Contact Phone Number___________________________ Contact email__________________________________________
Existing Well Information
Existing Well Latitude/Longitude (or x, y) _______________________
Existing Well pumping capacity __________gpm Average annual production from Existing Well __________acre-feet/year
Use(s) of the Existing Well (agricultural, domestic, industrial, municipal, monitoring, etc.) ___________________________
Existing Well construction date_____________ Casing Materials______________ Casing Diameter______________ inches
Surface seal material and depth ___________________Screened interval __________________feet below ground surface
Well Depth _____________________feet Ground surface elevation _____________ feet above mean sea level
Depth to water______________________________ feet Is there a meter on the well? ______________________________
Please attach a copy of the DWR Well Completion Report, if available.
Site Plan
An 8½” by 11” paper site plan must be attached to this application showing:
1. Location of site features, including major buildings, landscaped areas, all existing wells, roads, etc.
2. North arrow and scale.
3. Location of the existing well(s) with dimensions in feet from well to nearest cross streets.
Proof that the well has been pumped in any year from 1946 through December 23, 2015 and the production
amount has always been less than 25 acre-feet/year
Supporting documentation should include all pertinent information available as listed below:
• Documentation that the well was drilled on the property prior to December 23, 2015 (e.g., County well
permit, DWR Well Completion Report, etc.).
• If sufficient documentation is not provided in bullet above, property owner agrees to allow Watermaster
Engineer or designated agent access to the property at a mutually-agreed upon time to physically inspect
the well and property.
• Uses of the existing well (for example, domestic, irrigation, livestock, etc.). Also provide an estimate of
annual household occupancy (number of residents), history of land irrigation and acreage, and history of
livestock/animals that resided on the property and that relied on the well during the period 1946 – 2015.
• Land deed/parcel information indicating use of land and/or historical aerial photographs of land showing
land use.
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•

Other pertinent information that demonstrates the use and production amounts of the well during the 1946
to 2015 time period.

Notarized affidavit confirming
• the well was active and that total water use on property was below 25 AFY in any year from 1946 to
December 23, 2015.
• the Small Pumper Class Member will not pump more than a total of 3 AFY from all wells (includes combined
total of both new and existing wells on the parcel) unless wells are metered and replacement water
assessments are charged for production >3 AFY, recognizes that the rights are not transferable from the
parcel, and agrees to be bound by all applicable terms in the Judgment.
• that the other information and statements provided are true.
Signatures
I understand and agree to abide by the terms of the Antelope Valley Adjudication Judgment. I certify that I am not
part of the Non-Pumper Class, nor a shareholder in a mutual water company, nor opted out of the Small Pumper
Class. I own the property on which the well is located and it will be used for private (i.e., non-governmental) use. I
also certify that the information given in this application is correct to the best of my knowledge and that the
signature below, whether original, electronic, or photocopied, is authorized and valid, and is affixed with the intent
to be enforceable. I understand that it is my responsibility, as the well owner, to notify the Antelope Valley
Watermaster of any changes in the purpose of this well, from which, is indicated on this application. I also
understand that additional information may be required if there is a suspected potential for a material injury as
defined in the Judgment.
Signature of Property Owner/Well Owner__________________________________________ Date_______________
Signature of Consultant/Agent ____________________________________________________Date______________

________________________________________________________________

Approved by_______________________________________________ Date ________________________________
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Item 3.f.3

DRAFT NEW POINT OF EXTRACTION APPLICATION*
ANTELOPE VALLEY WATERMASTER

Attach application fee of $350 for review and processing. Make check out to: Antelope Valley Watermaster
Please mail to: Antelope Valley Watermaster, P.O. Box 3025, Quartz Hill, California 93586 OR email to: info@avwatermaster.net
*This form is to be used by applicants with existing production rights to install a new well at a new point of extraction as defined by the
Judgment. Please use the Replacement Well Application if the proposed well will be within 300 feet from an existing well from which the
rights to produce groundwater originate. If new production rights are being requested, please use the New Production Application.

Date________________________
Well Site APN#_______________________________________
Property Owner/Well Owner____________________________________________________________________________
Property Owner/Well Owner Mailing Address_______________________________________________________________
Property Address, if different than Owner’s Address _________________________________________________________
Contact Phone Number___________________________ Contact email__________________________________________
Owner’s name as Appears in Antelope Valley Adjudication Judgment____________________________________________
Production Rights as listed in Antelope Valley Adjudication Judgment ________________________________acre-feet/year
Driller Information
Drilling Company______________________________________________________________________________________
Drilling Company Address_______________________________________________________________________________
Drilling Company Phone Number____________________ Drilling Company email__________________________________
Existing Well Information, if applicable
Will the New Well replace an Existing Well? _______ Existing Well Latitude/Longitude (or x, y) _______________________
Will the New Well be used in order to stop sharing a well? ________ Please provide a copy of the shared well agreement.
If so, please provide estimations of annual Production of the Shared Well by year for the 1946 through 2015 time period to
the best of your knowledge______________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Estimated future annual production of the Existing Well once the New Well has been constructed ____________________
Will the Existing Well be destroyed? ________________ If not, why not? _________________________________________
Existing Well pumping capacity __________gpm Average annual production from Existing Well __________acre-feet/year
Use(s) of the Existing Well (agricultural, domestic, industrial, municipal, monitoring, etc.) ___________________________
Status (active, inactive) ________________________________________________________________________________
Existing Well construction date_____________ Casing Materials______________ Casing Diameter______________ inches
Surface seal material and depth ___________________Screened interval __________________feet below ground surface
Well Depth _____________________feet Ground surface elevation _____________ feet above mean sea level
Depth to water_______________ feet
Please attach a copy of the DWR Well Completion Report, if available.
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New Well Information
Will this be a New or Replacement Well? ______________Distance from Existing Well (please use the New or Replacement
Well Application for Existing Production Rights form if the distance will be within 300 feet) _________________________
New Well Latitude/Longitude (or x, y) ______________________________________________________________________
Use(s) of New Well (agricultural, domestic, industrial, municipal, monitoring, etc.) _________________________________
Estimated New Well pumping capacity _________gpm Estimated annual production from New Well _______acre-feet/year
Do other wells exist on this property? _____ If Yes, indicate if active, inactive, or abandoned and show on Site Plan
Will a meter be installed on the well at the time of construction? ______ If not, when will the meter be installed? ________
Material Injury
A written statement describing how the Change in Point of Extraction will not cause Material Injury. Material injury could
be in the form of significant and unreasonable 1. Chronic lowering of groundwater levels such that neighboring wells
are impacted, 2. Reduction of groundwater storage, 3. Degraded water quality, 4. Land subsidence, 5. Depletions of
interconnected surface water such that beneficial uses are impacted, or other adverse physical impact to the basin or
to another Producer.
Site Plan
An 8½” by 11” paper site plan must be attached to this application showing:
1. Location of site features, including major buildings, landscaped areas, all existing wells, roads, etc.
2. North arrow and scale.
3. Locations of proposed well and existing well(s) with dimensions in feet from wells to nearest cross streets.
Proposed Well Construction
Please attach a diagram showing proposed well construction, including maximum well depth, casing diameter and
materials, ground surface elevation, screen intervals, and estimated pumping capacity. A completed DWR Well
Completion Report is required to be submitted to the Antelope Valley Watermaster upon completion of well.
Signatures
I understand and agree to abide by the terms of the Antelope Valley Adjudication Judgment. I certify that the
information given in this application is correct to the best of my knowledge and that the signature below, whether
original, electronic, or photocopied, is authorized and valid, and is affixed with the intent to be enforceable. I
understand that it is my responsibility, as the well owner, to notify the Antelope Valley Watermaster of any changes
in the purpose or pumping capacity of this well, from which, is indicated on this application. I also understand that
additional information may be required if there is a suspected potential for a material injury as defined in the
Judgment.
Signature of Property Owner/Well Owner__________________________________________ Date_______________
Signature of Well Driller _________________________________________________________Date______________
Signature of Consultant/Agent ____________________________________________________Date______________

________________________________________________________________

Watermaster Engineer Recommendation__________________________________________ Date _____________
Watermaster Board Decision____________________________________________________ Date _____________
This application is not for a well construction permit; a completed and approved application must be submitted to
the appropriate well permitting agency (e.g., Kern or Los Angeles Counties) for a well construction permit, if the well
is to be installed within the Antelope Valley Adjudicated Area.
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Item 3.f.4

DRAFT NEW PRODUCTION APPLICATION
ANTELOPE VALLEY WATERMASTER

Attach application fee of $750 for review and processing. Make check out to: Antelope Valley Watermaster
Please mail to: Antelope Valley Watermaster, P.O. Box 3025, Quartz Hill, California 93586 OR email to: info@avwatermaster.net

Proposed Well Site APN#_____________________________________
Date________________________
Property Owner/Well Owner____________________________________________________________________________
Property Owner/Well Owner Mailing Address______________________________________________________________
Contact Phone Number___________________________ Contact email__________________________________________
New Well Latitude/Longitude (or x, y) ____________________ Antelope Valley Subarea: ___________________________
Use of New Well (Agricultural, Domestic, Industrial, Municipal, Monitoring, etc.) ___________________________________
If Domestic well, will well be used to supply one single family household only? Yes/No. _____________________________
Do other wells exist on this property? Yes/No. If Yes, indicate if active, inactive, or abandoned and show on Site Plan.
When will a meter be installed on the well? _______________________________________________________________

New Production requests are to include the following (Section 18.5.13 of the Judgment):
1.

Payment of an application fee sufficient to recover all costs of application review, field investigation, reporting, and hearing,
and other associated costs, incurred by the Watermaster and Watermaster Engineer in processing the application for New
Production. This payment is currently set at $750. Please attach a check to this application submittal. Check can be made
out to Antelope Valley Watermaster.

2.

Written summary describing the proposed quantity, sources of supply, season of use, purpose of use, place of use, manner of
delivery, and other pertinent information regarding the New Production.

3.

Maps 1 identifying the location of the proposed New Production, including Basin Subarea.

4.

Well information 2 including proposed well design, estimated annual pumping, and agreement to install a meter in accordance
with the Rules & Regulations. Plus, a statement that once the well is installed, the applicant will provide water well permits,
specifications and well-log reports, pump specifications and testing results, and water meter specifications associated with the
New Production.

5.

Written confirmation that applicant has obtained all necessary entitlements and permits including all applicable Federal, State,
County, and local land use entitlements and other permits necessary to commence the New Production.

6.

Written confirmation that applicant has complied with applicable laws and regulations including all applicable Federal, State,
County, and local laws, rules and regulations, including but not limited to, the California Environmental Quality Act (Public
Resources Code §§ 21000, et. seq.).

7.

Preparation of a water conservation plan, approved and stamped by a California licensed and registered professional civil
engineer with expertise in groundwater hydrology, demonstrating that the New Production will be designed, constructed and
implemented consistent with California best water management practices.

8.

Preparation of an analysis of the economic impact of the New Production on the Basin and other Producers in the Subarea of
the Basin.

9.

Preparation of an analysis of the physical impact of the New Production on the Basin and other Producers in the Subarea of
the Basin.

10. A written statement, signed by a California licensed and registered professional civil engineer with expertise in groundwater
hydrology, determining that the New Production will not cause Material Injury. Material injury could be in the form of
Maps are to include North arrow and scale, location of proposed well with dimensions in feet from well to nearest cross streets,
and location of site features, including major buildings, landscaped areas, all existing wells, roads, etc.
2
Please attach a diagram showing proposed well construction, including maximum well depth, casing diameter and materials,
ground surface elevation, screen intervals, and estimated pumping capacity. A completed DWR Well Completion Report is
required to be submitted to the Antelope Valley Watermaster upon completion of well.
1
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significant and unreasonable 1. Chronic lowering of groundwater levels, 2. Reduction of groundwater storage, 3. Degraded
water quality, 4. Land subsidence, 5. Depletions of interconnected surface water such that beneficial uses are impacted.
11. Written confirmation that the applicant agrees to pay the applicable Replacement Water Assessment for any New Production.
12. Other pertinent information which the Watermaster Engineer may require.

SIGNATURES
I understand and agree to abide by the terms of the Antelope Valley Adjudication Judgment. I certify that the
information provided on this Request for New Production is correct to the best of my knowledge and that the
signature below, whether original, electronic, or photocopied, is authorized and valid, and is affixed with the intent
to be enforceable. I understand that it is my responsibility to notify the Antelope Valley Watermaster of any changes
in any of the information provided on this form within 15 days. I also understand that additional information may be
required if there is a suspected potential for a material injury as defined in the Judgment.
Signature of Applicant ______________________________________________________ Date_______________

________________________________________________________________
Watermaster Engineer Recommendation__________________________________________ Date _____________
Watermaster Board Decision____________________________________________________ Date _____________
This application is not for a well construction permit; a completed and approved application must be submitted to the appropriate well
permitting agency (e.g., Kern or Los Angeles Counties) for a well construction permit, if the well is to be installed within the Antelope
Valley Adjudicated Area.
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Item 4.b

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Chad Taylor
Robert Hightower
Phyllis Stanin; Dennis LaMoreaux
Re: Flow Meter Form
Wednesday, March 14, 2018 7:47:04 AM

Hello Bob,
Thank you for your constructive efforts. We have reviewed the form you prepared and appreciate
that you are trying to simplify the process.
When comparing the form you prepared with the version we generated, we found that they are
effectively the same. Your version re-arranges the requested information and uses slightly smaller
entry fields, but requests effectively the same information and attachments.
Our form does ask for some items that are not on your version: pump system installer and date,
presence and documentation of VFD or soft start equipment, method of stating meter accuracy, and
documentation of meter manufacturing date). These items are important to documenting the
pumping system and checking to make sure that meter is appropriate for the system.
We are asking for the pump installer and date so that we know who to ask if there is a
question about the estimated pumping capacity of the system.
The presence and setup of a VFD (variable frequency drive) or soft start directly affects the
range of rates in a pumping system, so it is essential that this information is consistent with
the range of the selected or existing meter.
The method of stating meter accuracy is an industry standard technical specification that is
generally included in meter manufacturer cut sheets.
Meter manufacturing date documentation is essential for us to confirm that the installed
meter is consistent with the technical information provided to us.
Where you are requesting items not on our form, the additional information may be hard for many
installers to provide (e.g. GPS coordinates), or is not something that exists (e.g. WME No. or AWWA
Certification [for meters]).
The pre-approved meter installers have been using the Flowmeter Installation Documentation form
we generated for the past five months, and the format of our form is consistent with the other
forms we have distributed to the pre-approved installers and testers. We have worked with this
group on these forms so that they are well understood and used consistently. We are reluctant to
ask the installers to begin using a new form at this time.
We would be happy to discuss your goals in creating the alternative form in a call if you would like.
Thank you,
Phyllis and Chad

Chad Taylor, PG, CHG

Senior Hydrogeologist

2490 Mariner Square Loop, Suite 215
Alameda, CA 94501
510.747.6920 x112
ctaylor@toddgroundwater.com
www.toddgroundwater.com
BY RECEIVING THIS ELECTRONIC INFORMATION, including all attachments, the receiver agrees that this data may not be modified or transferred to any other party without the prior
written consent of Todd Groundwater; that this electronic information may not necessarily represent the information shown on the recorded or approved final developments and/or
documents; and that the receiver is responsible for verifying the information contained within the electronic data against the recorded or approved final documents. This privileged and
confidential information is intended only for the use of the addressee(s) named above. Anyone who receives this communication in error should notify the sender immediately by reply email.

On Mar 10, 2018, at 12:01, Robert Hightower <bobden@sbcglobal.net> wrote:

Hi, Chad,
In the spirit of constructive helpfulness and suggestion, I have taken a cut at a
streamlined flow meter form. This simplified form incorporates the required
pertinent information and I believe makes it more straightforward and user
friendly, especially from a water producer perspective. I submit this for your
consideration.   Please see attachment.
Regards,
Bob Hightower
President
Shadow Acres Mutual Water Co.
<Flow Meter Instl-Cal-Flow Test - Ver Form.docx>

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail message, including any attachments, is for the
sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged information.
Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure, or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the
intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and destroy all copies of the
original message.

Flow Meter Installation / Calibration / Flow Test - Verification Form
Please Check:

Flow Meter: New_____ Replacement_____ Cause: Defective_____ Cal Kit or Secondary Meter ____ Flow Test____
Other ___ Explain__________________________________________________________________________________

Water Producer & Well Information
Name: ____________________________________________________________________________________________
Well Location Address: _______________________________________________________________________________
Well Location APN: ____________________________ GPS Coordinates: Lat________________Long________________
Producer Well No. _________ State Well No._______________________
Well Pump Capacity or Range: ____________________ gpm

Method: _______________________________________
e.g. Well Driller Report, Edison Eff Report, Pump Curve w/TDH

Flow Meter Information (New or Replacement)
Meter: Size _____ inches

Water Master Well I.D._______________

Manufacturer/Brand___________________________ Type__________________________

Model No. __________________________
Flow Range ___________________ gpm

Serial No. _____________________ WME No. _____________________
Vol Units________

e.g. gallons, cubic feet, etc.

Accuracy +/- __________ %

AWWA Certified Yes__

Mfg. Date __________ Purchase Date ____________ Install Date __________ Totalizer Reading at Install_____________
Removed Meter: Model No. _______________________ Serial No. _____________________ WME No. ____________
Totalizer Reading at Removal ____________________
Approved Meter Installer _____________________________________________

Flow Meter Periodic Accuracy Maintenance Action (Options: Calibration or Flow Test)
Calibration: Due Date ____________ Completed Date _____________
Flow Test: Due Date _____________

Completed Date _____________ Approved Tester Report No. _______________

Supporting Documents (submit with completed form if not already on file with Water Master Engineer)





Well Service APNs Attached _____ On File with WME _____
Well Pump Capacity or Range Determination Method Attached _____ On File with WME _____
Well Flow Meter Manufacturing Specs & Installation Instructions Attached _____ On File with WME _____
Well Head Piping & Flow Meter Configuration Photo & Dimensional Sketch for Component Identification and Flow
Meter Location Relative to Components (e.g. tees, elbows, check valves, etc.) - Existing or if modified Attached _____



Flow Test Report

On File with WME _____

Attached _____ On File with WME _____

Signatures (Information contained here-in is true and accurate to the best of my knowledge)
Producer: Printed Name __________________________________ Co. _______________________Title ______________
Signature __________________________________ Date ______________
Approved Flow Meter Installer or Flow Tester:
Printed Name _____________________________Co. _________________________Title___________________

Signature __________________________________ Date ______________

Information
ANTELOPE VALLEY WATERMASTER ADVISORY COMMITTEE
OPERATING PRINCIPLES AND PROCEDURES – APPROVED DECEMBER 15, 2016
Background
The Antelope Valley Groundwater adjudication Stipulation was signed on December 23, 2015.
The Stipulation authorized and directed the “Producer(s)” (Article 3.5.30) to cause a committee
of “Producer representatives” (undefined in the Stipulation) to be organized and act as an
“Advisory Committee” (undefined in of Stipulation) (Article 19.1).
The Producers attending the September 28, 2016 meeting decided all producers were on the
Advisory Committee and to elect an Executive Committee representing a broad range of
interests. This Executive Committee would be the entity that actually interfaced with the
Watermaster. The 16 members on the Executive Committee are shown below:
4 - Agricultural interests
1 – Industrial landowner
1 – Public landowner (LACSD or Los Angeles)
2 – Los Angeles County Public Water Purveyors (PWD, QHWD)
1 – Kern County Public Agency (RCSD)
2 – Mutual Water Companies (One each Los Angeles and Kern Counties)
2 – Small Pumpers
2 – Ex-Officio members per Judgement (Federal and State)
1 – Ex-Officio member of Rottman Drilling

However, on November 17, 2016, the Executive Committee determined:
1. The Producers should align their terminology exactly with the letter and intent of the
Stipulation. Therefore; the “Executive Committee” is in fact the Advisory Committee. It was
also reaffirmed any individual may attend Advisory Committee meetings and make inputs.
2. A set of operating principles and procedures should be adopted as shown below.

On July 19, 2017 the Advisory Committee decided it would be prudent for each Committee
member to have an alternate.
In order to provide for continuity over time and ensure representation of all interest groups at all
meetings, each Primary member of the Advisory Committee is strongly encouraged to recruit an
Alternate Advisory Committee member. The Primary member should keep the Alternate
member informed of all matters discussed by the Advisory Committee. The Alternate member
should attend Advisory Committee and Watermaster meetings whenever possible. This will
assist the Alternate member to become familiar with other Advisory committee members and
remain cognizant of the issues, discussions, and decisions of the Advisory Committee and
Watermaster.
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Operating Principles and Procedures for the Advisory Committee
1. The Advisory Committee provides for input from all Producers, as authorized in Articles 19.1
to 19.4 of the Judgment.
2. Every Producer, or customer of a Producer, shall be given an opportunity to provide input on
their specific issues of concern. This includes Producers that serve as Watermaster
Representatives (As of November 2016: AVEK, WW40, LCID, Tejon Ranch, and Calandri
Farms.)
3. The Producers reserve the right to change the makeup and organization of the Advisory
Committee as the Producers deem appropriate.
4. In order to ensure a diverse range of input, and avoid conflicts of interest, Producers (or their
direct employees) who are serving as Watermaster Representatives will not be allowed to serve
on the Advisory Committee.
5. The Advisory Committee may elect, by majority vote, administrative positions (e.g. chair
person, vice-chair person, recording secretary, etc.) and change those positions as circumstances
may dictate.
6. Meetings of the Advisory Committee will be open to the public (Judgment Article 19.4).
Information about meetings will be posted on the Antelope Valley Watermaster website (or on
the AVEK website until the Watermaster website is implemented).
7. Agendas and minutes will be prepared by the Antelope Valley Watermaster administrator,
subject to the approval of the Advisory Committee, and will be stored by the Antelope Valley
Watermaster Administrator.
8. As a practical matter, in order to organize the input in a way that can be efficiently presented
to the Watermaster, Producers and Advisory Committee members are encouraged to coordinate
their input with others that have similar concerns.
9. To facilitate providing complicated or technical input to the Watermaster; individuals
providing a specific recommendation to the Advisory Committee are encouraged to provide the
recommendation in writing.
10. There are literally thousands of Producers covered by the Judgment with a wide range of
potential concerns. In order for input to be provided to the Watermaster in an efficient manner;
certain responsibilities may be delegated to a sub-set of the Advisory Committee for further
investigation/refinement before presentation to the full Advisory Committee.
12. The intent of the Advisory Committee is to allow all attendees to discuss their issues and
recommendations in a relatively informal atmosphere. However; since the Advisory Committee
is relatively large, and the number of producers attending a meeting is potentially large, the
Chairman will run the meetings with enough formality and sufficient adherence to Robert’s
Rules of Order to complete the meetings in an orderly and time efficient manner.
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13. Based on input from those attending the Advisory Committee meetings; the Advisory
Committee will, when appropriate, identify a range of recommendations for the Watermaster’s
discretionary determinations.
14. On some issues it is expected there will be competing recommendations suggested by the
Advisory Committee. The Advisory Committee will identify the “majority” opinion by a
majority vote of its members, but will also identify “minority” opinions which it will also pass
on to the Watermaster for its consideration. The Advisory Committee may also provide
compromise recommendations between the majority and minority positions.
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Information

Antelope Valley Watermaster Advisory Committee Roster
Agricultural Landowner Members
Derek Yurosek

661-330-2610 or 661-323-4005

DYurosek@BolthouseProperties.com

Gary Godde

775-720-6551

g_godde@msn.com

Gary Van Dam

661-889-6802

vandamgary@gmail.com

George Cappello

661-978-3310

gcappello@grimmway.com

661-754-2778

Nathan.Francis@riotinto.com

916-321-4214

spowell@kmtg.com

Industrial Landowner Member
Nathan W. Francis
Public Landowner Member
Stanley Powell

Los Angeles County Water Purveyor Members
Chad Reed

661-943-3170 or 661-810-0381

creed@qhwd.org

661-456-1017

dlamoreaux@palmdalewater.org

661-256-3411

rsmith@rosamondcsd.com

John Ukkestad

661-272-0015

johnnyu40@yahoo.com

Bruce Nelson

661-942-2198

brucenelsontax@gmail.com

Richard Wood

661-946-1161

RALWoody@hotmail.com

Ron Hawkins

661-435-2566

ronhawkins@earthlink.net

Dennis LaMoreaux
Kern County Public Agency Member
Ron Smith
Mutual Water Company Members

Small Pumper Members

Ex-Officio Members
Federal:

Gerald Boetsch

661-277-4695

gerald.boetsch.1@us.af.mil

State:

Gabino Velazquez

661-944-8555

Gabino.Velazquez@water.ca.gov

661-816-4508

LKRottman@yahoo.com

Technical: Larry Rottman

Revision Date: 2/27/2017

